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Period study exemplar student answers

Question 1: Consequences

P4 Superpower relations

Question

1

Explain two consequences of Gorbachey's ‘new thinking.

Target: Analysiz of second order concepts: conseguence [AD2];

Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AD1].
ADZ: 4 marks.

AD: 4 marks.
MB mark each consequence separately (2 x 4 marks).

Leawvel

Mark

Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

1-2

o Simple or generalised comment is offered about a conseguence. [A02]

# Generalized information about the topic is included, showing limited knowledge and
understanding of the pericd. [A01]

3-4

# Feawres of the period are analysed to explain a conseguence. [AC2]

« Specific information about the topic is added to support the explanation, showing good
knowledge and understanding of the pericd. [A01]

Marking instructions

Markers must apply the descriptors abowe in line with the general marking guidance [page 3).

Performance in AOQ1 and AC2 is interdependent. An answer displaying no qualities of AD2 cannot be awarded
mare than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is in AD1; markers should note that the
expectaton for AD1 is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material im relation to the qualities cutlined in
the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this does notimply that
these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant poimts may include:

= Gorbachey's new thinking’ made it clear that defence spending had to be cut and in 1988 che withdrawal of
Soviet troops from the expensive war with Afghanistan began.

=  Gorbachey's ideas led to improved US-Soviet relations and agreements made, such as the 1987 INF Treagy,
laying the foundations for further reductons in nuclear weapons.

= As part of ‘new thinking’, the Sinatra Docirine led to the withdrawal of Soviet troops from the US5R's former
=atellite staces, and eastern Eurcpean governments were freed from Sovier conzrol.

» Although Gorbachev believed ‘new thinking” would strengthen communist contrel of eastern Eurcpe, it instead
emcouraged the growth of reform movements that rejected communism.
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Answer A
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-“

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
1 Explain twe consequences of Gorbachev's 'new thinking:
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P3 The American West

Question

1 Explain two conzequences of the Homestead Act (18620

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: consequence [A02];
Emowledge amd understanding of features and characteristics [A01].
AD2: 4 marks.

ADT: 4 marks.

MB mark each conzequence separately (2 = 4 marks).

Level Mark Descriptor

L] Mo rewardable material.

1 1-2 * Simple or generalized comment is offered about a conseguence. [AD2]

¢ Generalized information about the topic is included, showing limited knowledge and
understanding of the period. [A01]

2 3-4 ¢ Feawres of the period are amalysed to explain a conseguence. [ADZ]

« Specificinformation about the topic is added to support the explanation, showing good
knowledge and understanding of the pericd. [A0T]

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance (page 3L

Performance in 401 and AQ2 is interdependent. An answer displaying no qualities of AQ2 cannot be awarded
more than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is im ADT; markers should note that the
expectadon for AD1 is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities cutlined in
the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this does not imply that
these must be included; ather relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

= Thiousands of settlers mowved to the West to gain access to plots of 160 acres of land as promised in the
Homestead Act

= Areas of the Great Plains were farmed for the first time due to the increase in the number of settlers in areas
that had not previously been settled.

= The numiber of European immigrants increased as they could claim the land if they intended to become a US
citizen.

= Despite the design of the Act being to encourage small farmers taking the land, the land was often sold for
profit after homesteaders had lived on it for sixk months.
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Answer B

#

The American West, c1835-c1895
Answar ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
1 Explain tweo consequences of the Homestead Act (1862).

Consequence 1
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Question 2: Analytical narrative

P3 The American West

Question
2 Write a narrative account analysing the ways in which the catde industry changed in the
years c1876-c1890.
You may use the following in your answer:
= overstocking
= winter of 1886-37
You must also use information of your own.
Target: Analytical narrative (i.e. analysis of causation/consequencefchange) [AO02];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics) [A01].
ADZ: 4 marks.
ADT: 4 marks.
Lewel Mark Descriptor
0 Mo rewardable material,

1 1-2 « A simple or generalised narrative is provided; the account shows limited analysis and
organization of the events included. [A02]

# Limited knowledge and understanding of the events is showmn. [A01]

2 3-5 ¢ A narrative is given, showing some crganization of material into a seguence of events
leading to an outcome. The account of events shows some analysis of the linkage between
them, but some passages of the narrative may lack coherence and crganisation. [A02]

« Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and understanding
of the events. [A01]
Maximum 4 marks for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompied by the stimulus points.

3 o-8

« A narrative is given which organises material into a clear sequence of events leading to an

cutcome. The account of events analyses the linkage bebween them and is coherent and
logically structured. [A02]

# Accurate and relevant information iz included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the key features or characteristics of the events. [A01]

No access to Level 3 for answers which do not go beyond aspects prompted by the stimulus paints.

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descripbors above in line with the general marking guidance (page 31

Performance in AO01 and AC2 is interdependent. An answer displaying no qualities of AD2 canmot be awarded
maore than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is im AD1; markers should note that the
expectadon for AD1 s that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

The middle mark in Levels 2 and 3 may be achieved by stronger performance in either ACDT or AQZ.

Indicative content guidance

Anzwers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material im relation o the qualites cutlined in
the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this does notimply that
these must be imcluded; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

= By the mid-1870s, the cattle industry was booming with the introduction of refrigerated railcars, and cattle
barons started oo over-imvest in ranching.

= The increase in investment meant the open range became oversbocked with cattle by the beginning of the
18B0=, which led to a fall in demand for beef in the shops.

+ Drought in 1883 meant there was less grass for the cattle to five on, making the overstocking even worse.

» The winter of 1836-87 was very harsh and cattle couldn't get any grass, resulting in thowsands of cattle dying
and many cattlemen going bankrupt.
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= Ranchers moved to smaller herds in order to contral the catde and keep them fed, ending the open range.

= By 1830, ranchers fenced off their land with barbed wire to maintain separate herds im order to breed pure
breds to produce high quality meat.
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P5 Conflict in the Middle East

Question

2 Write a narrative account analysing the key developments in the negotiations between lsrael
and the Palestinians in the years 1933-35.

You may use the following in your answer:
«  Arafat

«  Oslo Il {15935)

‘fou must alzo wse information of your own.

Target: Analytical narrative [i.e. analysis of causationfconsequence’change] [A02];
Knowledge and understanding of features amd characteristics) [A01].

ADZ: 4 marks.
ADT: 4 marks.
Lewel Mark Descriptor
0 Mo rewardable material.
1 1-2 * A szimple or generalised narrative is provided; the account shows limited analysis and

organisation of the events included. [A02]

¢ Limited knowledge and understanding of the events is shown. [A01]

2 3-5 # A narrative is given, showing some arganisation of material into a seguence of events
leading to an cutcome. The account of events shows some analysis of the linkage between
them, but some passages of the narrative may lack coherence and organisation. [AD02]

« Accurace and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and understanding
of the events. [A01]

Maximum 4 marks for answers that do nof go beyond aspects prompied by the stimulus points.

3 6-8 « A narrative is given which organises material into a clear sequence of events leading to an
outcome. The account of events analyses the linkage between them and is coherent and
logically structured. [A02]

# Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the key features or characteristics of the events. [A01]

No access to Level 3 for answers which do not go beyond aspects prompted by the stimwus points.

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in lime with the general marking guidance (page 31

Performance in AOT and AQ2 is interdependent. An answer displaying no gualities of AD2 cannot be awarded
mare than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is in AD1; markers should note that the
expectadon for AD1 is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

The middle mark in Levels 2 and 3 may be achieved by stronger performance in either ADT or AC2.

Indicative content guidance

Anzwers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation o the gqualites cutlined in
the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this does notimply that
these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

= In 1933, the lsraeli leader, Rabin, was willing to hold talks with PLO leader, Arafat, as long a5 they were held in
SeCret

= Secret talks were held in Oslo, Morway. in 1993, in which Arafat rejected the use of terrorism and recognised
the right of lIsrael to exist and Rabin recognised the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian people.

= When Arafat and Rabin met in Washington to sign the Osle Accords both leaders shook hands for the first
time, with the agreement including the establishment of the Palestinian Matonal Authority, which was to be
implemented over the next five years.
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= 'When the leaders met in 1925 for the Osle I Accord, negotiations resulted in am agreed phased transfer of
contral of territory from lsrael to the PNAL

+« The divizion of the West Bank was unpopular with many Palestinians, especially Hamas, as lsrael still had
control of large areas.

= The assassination of Rabin, two manths after the Oslo Il Accord, by an lsraeli who opposed any territorial
comcessions with the Palestinians, saw a breakdown in the peace process.
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Answer D

g1

2 'Write a narrative account analysing the key developments in the negotiations
between Israel and the Palestinlans in the years 1993-95.
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Question 3: Significance of x for y

P4 Superpower relations

Question

3 Explain two of the following:

= The importance of the Marshall Plan [1247) for relations between East
and Weast.

= The importance of the arms race in the years 1549-58 for the
dewvelopment of the Cold War.

= The importance of the Carter Doctrine (1980) for relations between the
USA and the USSR,

Target: Analy=is of second order concepts: conseguence/significance [A02];
Enowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [A01].

AD2: 3 marks.

ADT: 3 marks.

MB mark each part of the answer separately (2 x 8 marks]L

Level Mark Descriptor

i} Mo rewardable material.

1 1-2 * A cimple or generalised answer is given, showing limited development and organisation of
material. [A02Z]

# Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [A01]

2 3-5 * An explanarion is given, showing an attemnpt to analyse importance. It shows some
reasoning, but zome paszages may lack coherence and organisation. [AD2Z]

* Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and understanding
of the period. [A01]

3 6-8 * An explanartion is given, showing analysis of importance. It shows a line of reasoning that is
coherent and logically structured. [A0Z]

* Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period soudied. [A01]

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance [page 3L

Performance in A01 and ACQ2 is interdependent. An answer displaying mo gqualides of AD2 cannot be awarded
more than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is in AC073; markers should note that the
expectaton for AD is that candidates demonsirate both knowledge ond understanding.

The middle mark in Levels 2 and 3 may be achieved by stronger performance in either ADT or ADZ.

Indicative content guidance

Anzwers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the gualities cwtlined in
the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this does notimply that
these must be included; ather relevant material must also be credited.

The importance of the Marshall Plan (1947) for relations between East and West.
Relevant points may include:

+ The different views of the Marshall Plan, from Truman's stated aim of aiding war-torn Eurcpe to the USSR
regarding it as ‘dollar imperialism’, clearly showed the divisions in Eurocpe.

= The Marzhall Plan had a significant impact on the ecomomic division of Eurcpe as the West benefiteed with
rapidly improving economies wheress eastern European countries were forbidden by Stalin to benefit from
the USA's ‘dollar imperialism’.

= The Marshall Plan accelerated the division of Eurcpe inbo East and West, with Stalin setting up Comecon to
develop trade within the Eastern bloc as a means o compete with the West

» Cominform’s official rejection of the Marshall Plan, together with Soviet propaganda comparing the USA o
Mazi Germany. increased the political East-West divide.
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Answer E
-
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Indicate your FIRST cholce on this page.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross =

B The importance of the Marshall Plan (1947) for relations between East and West.

B  The importance of the arms race in the years 1949-58 for the development of
the Cold War.

B The importance of the Carter Doctrine (1980) for relations between the USA

and the USSR
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P1 Spain and the ‘New World’

Question

3 Explain two of the following:

«  The importance of Columbus's expeditions to the Caribbean for Spain’s foreign
ambitions.

«  The importance of Magellans voyage for the Spanish Empire.

# The importance of the emcomienda system for Spanish control over the native
population im the New World.

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: consequencelsignificance [AD2];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [A017].
ADZ: B marks.

ADT: B marks.
MB mark each part of the answer separabely (2 x & marks).

Lewvel Mark Descriptor

] Mo rewardable material.
1 1-2 # Azimple or generalized answer iz given, showing limited development and ocrganisation of
material. [A02]

¢ Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AC01]

2 3-3 # An explanation is given, showing an attempt to analyse importance. It shows some
reasoning but some pazsages may lack coherence and organisation. [AD2]

# Arcurate and relevant informartion is added, showing some knowledge and understanding
of the pericd. [A01]

3 -8 # An explanation is given, showing analysis of importance. It shows a line of reasoning tat is
coherent and logically structured. [AO2]

o Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied. [A01]

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance [page 31

Performance in A1 and AD2 is interdependent. An anzwer displaying no gualities of A02 cannot be awarded
mare tham the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is im AD1a; markers showld note that the
expectation for ADT is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

The middle mark in Levels 2 and 3 may be achieved by stronger performance in either AQT or 802

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the gualites cutlimed in
the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this does not imply that
thiese must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

The importance of Columbus’s expeditions to the Caribbean for Spain’s foreign ambitions.
Relewvant points may include:

+« Columbusz saw Caribbean natives wearing gold crnaments, which encouraged further exploration of the
region to search for the origin of the gold and claim it for Spain.

« Columbus found a large population of people, motivating further expeditions so that Spain could spread
Chiristianity to the New World.

+ A= aresult of Columbus's expeditions to the Caribbean, Spain aranged systems to control the riches of
the Mew World, such as the House of Trade, which managed all rade.

+  Columbus claimed the region of the Caribbean for Spain, which made it possible to use the area az a
base for further exploration, enabling Spain to establish ielf as a world power.
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A_;ll_swer F

' F
i

| Indicate your FIRST choice on this page.
Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box B if you change your
i mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [5.
B The importance of Columbus'’s expeditions to the Caribbean for Spain's

foreign ambitions,
Bl The importance of Magellan's voyage for the Spanish Empire.

B The importance of the encomienda system for Spanish control over the
natihve population in the New World.
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Examiner commentary on Answers A—F

Question 1

Answer A, from P4

The first consequence shows that Gorbachev’s policies of glasnost and perestroika weakened
the USSR’s sphere of influence in eastern Europe, leading eventually to the collapse of
communism in many of those countries.

The second consequence focuses on the international situation and shows that reduced
tension and improved relations with the USA were a consequence of Gorbachev’s new
approach.

In both cases, the link between Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ and subsequent developments is
made clear and supported with specific detail.

Answer A received the full 8 marks.

Answer B, from P3

The answer states that increased settlement on the Plains was a consequence of the
Homestead Act, but no details are given about the Act to show how that encouraged white
settlers to move onto the Plains. It is a simple statement with generalised information — Level
1, 2 marks.

The second consequence is mainly repeating the first answer but does add that the settlers
were invading the land of the Native Americans. Credit cannot be given for repeated
information but this additional point of information could be rewarded — Level 1, 1 mark.

Answer B received 3 marks.
Question 2

Answer C, from P3

Answer C received the full 8 marks. A small amount of background is provided at the start,
but its relevance is clear as it explains the situation in 1876 and it does not provide
unnecessary detail about (e.g.) the role of Iliff.

The answer provides a clear sequence of events in the years c1876—1890, with accurate detail
explaining the changing situation and leading to the outcome in 1890.

Notice key phrases connecting various stages within the narrative: ‘as a result of this’,

‘consequently, this had a negative impact’, ‘then, in 1886—87; ‘which greatly decreased’,
‘following this’, ‘from this point’.
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Answer D, from P5

The opening paragraph presents Arafat’s denunciation of terrorism as a key event, but does
not show how this relates to negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians until the second
paragraph. The answer goes on to say ‘the next key development’, which creates a sense of
sequence but does not suggest a link between the two stages of the narrative. The final
paragraph does suggest a link to the outcome of the Oslo II Accords (‘this then led to more
negotiations’) but does not explain the link.

There is a clear sense of a sequence of events leading to an outcome, valid details are
included and three aspects of content are covered. This answer therefore reaches Level 3 but
the analysis of the links between the different stages is not well developed, so Answer D
remained at the bottom of Level 3, receiving 6 marks.

Question 3

Answer E, from P4

The answer is high Level 2 because it includes valid, specific detail (although the suggestion
that the Marshall Plan provided military equipment is inaccurate) and suggests that this was
an important policy. It also offers some explanation of the impact of this on East-West
relations.

Answer E is Level 2 and received a mark of 5.

To develop the answer, it could explore the wider aims of economic stability and support for
democracy in other countries, or the impact on the existing divisions between the allies. The
answer explains that the Plan made the USSR suspicious and that war was a possible
outcome;, it could go on to explain how it drew Western countries together and exacerbated
the rivalry between East and West, putting pressure on the USSR to offer similar support to
the satellite states.

Answer F, from P1

The answer has a consistent focus on Spain (the y element in the question). It starts by
explaining why Spain appeared to be declining in power and makes a direct link to
Columbus’ voyage as a way of improving power and status.

Brief details of Columbus’ voyage are given, keeping the focus on how this affected Spain,
providing opportunities for further expansion, prestige, trade and wealth.

The presentation of this answer would have been improved if it had been written in
paragraphs, strengthening the impact of each separate point, but it clearly addresses the

question and uses specific detail to support the analysis.

Answer F is Level 3 and received the full 8 marks.
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