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This pack is for delegates attending the GCSE History network event for the Period study.  
This pack contains the exemplar material that you will need during the meeting, as well as a 
space to type any notes or comments. 
 
This GCSE History network will allow delegates to:  

• remind themselves of purpose, content structure and assessment model for the Period 
study 

• review and discuss student exemplar answers from the 2022 series 
• network and share teaching ideas and strategies  

  



GCSE History November 2022 online network: Period study delegate booklet 2 

Period study exemplar student answers 
 

Question 1: Consequences 
 
P4 Superpower relations 
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Answer A 
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P3 The American West 
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Answer B 
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Question 2: Analytical narrative 
 
P3 The American West 
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Answer C 
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P5 Conflict in the Middle East 
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Answer D 
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Question 3: Significance of x for y 
 
P4 Superpower relations 
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Answer E 
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P1 Spain and the ‘New World’ 
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Answer F 
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Examiner commentary on Answers A–F 
 
Question 1 
 
Answer A, from P4 
The first consequence shows that Gorbachev’s policies of glasnost and perestroika weakened 
the USSR’s sphere of influence in eastern Europe, leading eventually to the collapse of 
communism in many of those countries. 
 
The second consequence focuses on the international situation and shows that reduced 
tension and improved relations with the USA were a consequence of Gorbachev’s new 
approach. 
 
In both cases, the link between Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ and subsequent developments is 
made clear and supported with specific detail. 
 
Answer A received the full 8 marks. 
 
Answer B, from P3 
The answer states that increased settlement on the Plains was a consequence of the 
Homestead Act, but no details are given about the Act to show how that encouraged white 
settlers to move onto the Plains. It is a simple statement with generalised information – Level 
1, 2 marks. 
 
The second consequence is mainly repeating the first answer but does add that the settlers 
were invading the land of the Native Americans. Credit cannot be given for repeated 
information but this additional point of information could be rewarded – Level 1, 1 mark. 
 
Answer B received 3 marks. 
 
Question 2 
 
Answer C, from P3 
Answer C received the full 8 marks. A small amount of background is provided at the start, 
but its relevance is clear as it explains the situation in 1876 and it does not provide 
unnecessary detail about (e.g.) the role of Iliff. 
 
The answer provides a clear sequence of events in the years c1876–1890, with accurate detail 
explaining the changing situation and leading to the outcome in 1890. 
 
Notice key phrases connecting various stages within the narrative: ‘as a result of this’, 
‘consequently, this had a negative impact’, ‘then, in 1886–87; ‘which greatly decreased’, 
‘following this’, ‘from this point’. 
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Answer D, from P5 
The opening paragraph presents Arafat’s denunciation of terrorism as a key event, but does 
not show how this relates to negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians until the second 
paragraph. The answer goes on to say ‘the next key development’, which creates a sense of 
sequence but does not suggest a link between the two stages of the narrative. The final 
paragraph does suggest a link to the outcome of the Oslo II Accords (‘this then led to more 
negotiations’) but does not explain the link. 
 
There is a clear sense of a sequence of events leading to an outcome, valid details are 
included and three aspects of content are covered.  This answer therefore reaches Level 3 but 
the analysis of the links between the different stages is not well developed, so Answer D 
remained at the bottom of Level 3, receiving 6 marks. 
 
Question 3 
 
Answer E, from P4 
The answer is high Level 2 because it includes valid, specific detail (although the suggestion 
that the Marshall Plan provided military equipment is inaccurate) and suggests that this was 
an important policy. It also offers some explanation of the impact of this on East-West 
relations. 
 
Answer E is Level 2 and received a mark of 5. 
 
To develop the answer, it could explore the wider aims of economic stability and support for 
democracy in other countries, or the impact on the existing divisions between the allies. The 
answer explains that the Plan made the USSR suspicious and that war was a possible 
outcome; it could go on to explain how it drew Western countries together and exacerbated 
the rivalry between East and West, putting pressure on the USSR to offer similar support to 
the satellite states. 
 
Answer F, from P1 
The answer has a consistent focus on Spain (the y element in the question).  It starts by 
explaining why Spain appeared to be declining in power and makes a direct link to 
Columbus’ voyage as a way of improving power and status. 
 
Brief details of Columbus’ voyage are given, keeping the focus on how this affected Spain, 
providing opportunities for further expansion, prestige, trade and wealth. 
 
The presentation of this answer would have been improved if it had been written in 
paragraphs, strengthening the impact of each separate point, but it clearly addresses the 
question and uses specific detail to support the analysis. 
 
Answer F is Level 3 and received the full 8 marks. 


